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THE OPENING OF THE PANAMA CANAL.

The Relation of India and the Crown Colonies to the Empire.

THE need for the consideration of this subject at the present time is urgent, in
order that some arrangement may be made by which these possessions of the
Crown may share, in an Imperial scheme of defence for the safeguarding of the
Indian Ocean and the Pacific and be acknowledged as a " unit of-Empire."

Whatever causes may have led in the past to the present position of India
and the Crown Colonies, the adoption of Empire by Great Britain and the
world- wide - responsibilities it implies, might have earlier brought about some
change in our system which actually excludes these dependencies from any
share in the^advantages andjnjhe^es£onsibilitiesj)f-ErapireT' Looking back, it
is easy to understand that India was always occupied with the controlling of a
land frontier, ever advancing, and was quite content to enjoy the Pax Britannica
without being called upon to pay for naval defence. I go no further back than
November 1, 1858, when by proclamation the intention of Her Majesty to
assume the government of India was announced.

But since the war between Bussia and Japan, the condition of our Eastern
Empire has undergone a great change. The military policy of the Government
of India is no longer arranged to repel the possible attack of a European army
across her north-west frontier, her eyes and her thoughts travel seaward, and
the main objective for her army becomes—

1. The support of naval policy in Eastern seas.
2. Co-operation with our Overseas Dominions.
Her expansion is no longer limited by the land on which she has found a

scientific frontier, but if she is given the chance, there need be no position
amongst the nations of the world to which she may not attain; her commerce
will expand, and she will discover new markets in' the ports of the Dominions;
her resources as a manufacturing base will be developed by British capital; her
revenue will be enormously increased, until full recognition throughout the
Empire is made of her great wealth and importance.

There are, however, two fallacies which seem to be ingrained in the system
of administration in India which need to be overcome. That it is unfair to the
peoples of India to pay from Indian revenue towards a naval defence, and that
British capital ought not to be employed in the country, the development ot
which should be left to the people of India themselves, such ideas scarcely call
for refutation, they simply retard the progress of our Eastern Empire, and if
they are allowed to influence the future of India, they must inevitably leave her
behind in the history of the world's progress.

But, unless co-operation between India and the Overseas Dominions is
initiated and encouraged and a free exchange of advantages can be arranged,
we shall fail in developing our military system on Imperial lines, and shall not
obtain from the Commonwealth, the Dominion, and tho Union, the reinforce-
ments for India, Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, and Hong-Kong, that are
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MAP ILLUSTRATING THE GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION OF COUNTRIES BELONGING TO THE BRITISH EMPIRE IN CONSIDERING THE PROPOSAL FOR THE CO-OPERATION OF ALL THE
UNITS OF EMPIRE IN PROVIDING FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THE PACIFIC.

(Beproduced, by hind permission, from the Empire Pay Edition of "The Times," Monday, May 25, 1914.)
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THE OPENING OF THE PANAMA CANAL 51

necessary to the security of them all, for we can no longer make use of the
Suez Canal for the passage of reinforcements from home in time of war. Such
are absolutely necessary for India's safety, and can only be obtained through the
generous consideration of the various questions that will be deliberated upon at
the Imperial Conference that must take place in the early months of next year.

Can anyone doubt the advisability of acknowledging " Sea Power " to be the
basis of all our Imperial policy, equally applicable in all territories that claim to
have a share in the Empire ? Without it combination and co-operation, unity and
joint action, cannot be attained.

But we can only state the case plainly and trust to the wisdom of our rulers;
they have to deal with the problem in regard to India and the Crown Colonies,
in no hesitating way, for if these are not admitted to the Imperial Conference
of 1915, and if they are not permitted to share on an equality with the other
portions of the Empire that will seek to find a solution of the problem that
faces the British Empire, their opportunity will go by and they will never be
able to claim the position that is essential for them.

For to-day we are face to face with facts and require to meet them :
1. The opening of the Panama Canal will involve great changes in our

relations with the Overseas Dominions.
2. The early assembly next year of an Imperial Conference on defence, and

the desire expressed by Australia and New Zealand to secure full consideration
for a policy of co-operation in the defence of the Pacific, indicate the character
of the deliberations that will take place when that Conference assembles.

We must recognize that our " Alliance with Japan " is unpopular in the
Dominions, and that in so far as it is held to be a reason for reducing the
standard of naval strength in Eastern waters, there is justification for such
unpopularity; the Conference of 1909 came to an agreement which held out the
hope of co-operation, but that agreement has since disappeared.

The Conference in 1915 will really have to begin its work de novo, and the
partners in the Empire will discuss an entirely new situation ; the geographical
position of units remains unaltered, but the basis for co-operation has materially
changed. The delegates from Great Britain will find that the defence of the
Pacific is held by the delegates from the Dominions, as a problem entirely inde-
pendent of the Imperial Naval strength in European waters, or of diplomatic
arrangements that more or less control the distribution of our fleets; they will
be prepared for arrangements that will maintain at all hazards the requisite
number of ships for the defence of the Indian Ocean and the Pacific; they will
ungrudgingly and generously co-operate, but the defence in Eastern waters
must be a complete defence. The points they will" discuss will probably include :

1. The military-defence against invasion of all Imperial territories, and the
most convenient and effective way of securing that defence. This involves the
possibility of arranging in advance for the transfer of troops, in certain strength,
from one part of the Empire to another threatened part.

2. The victualling of Imperial territories in time of war. There are no
grounds for speculation as to the deliberations which will take place at the
Imperial Conference, but the entirely new departure which will follow the
opening of the Panama Canal is certain, and the delegates will assemble with
their minds fixed on the question of the defence of the Pacific.

Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa are each of them directly
interested. May this single purpose lead to the closer federation of the Empire
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52 THE OPENING OF THE PANAMA CANAL

It needs no apology for laying stress on the high importance of this question
being studied carefully by every man and woman in the British Empire, for
this Conference will either make or mar our prospect of true federation.

If the delegates from the Mother Country deliberately face the great problem
of the defence of the Pacific and enter ungrudgingly into the discussions with
regard to its solution, their generosity in meeting them may meet with the most -
willing and generous support, and will recover for them the lead in naval
questions throughout the Empire ; they may be able to formulate and gain
approval of a permanent arrangement by which the influence of the British
Empire may be maintained in distant seas.

It is our duty to support the action of the Government by stimulating an
enlightened public opinion that will justify generous action and will enable
them to prepare for any additional expenditure that may be necessary, but
more than all, to feel and to show a spirit of real trust in the good intentions of
all who are concerned, in bringing about a true federation of the Empire in all
its parts, and in effecting a real co-operation that will lead to great advantage.

E. F. CHAPMAN.

BEECH HUEST, LINGFIELD.

A TYPICAL DAY'S MAECH IN EASTEEN BOKHAEA.

OF all the countries in which the religion and culture of Islam once reigned
supreme, Bokhara and Afghanistan have perhaps succumbed the least to outside
influences. Until quite recently these last outposts of Mohammedan civiliza-
tion have obstinately resisted the intrusion of the stranger. Thanks to its
position as buffer state between India and Russia, Afghanistan has maintained
its independence ; but Bokhara, less fortunately placed, is already in Bussia's
grasp, though nominally independent. To those who knew the country some
fifteen or twenty years ago, the steady advance of Russian influence is very
apparent. Native art and industry are withering under it. Russia floods the
country with her cheap cotton goods, coloured with inferior aniline dyes, and
the Bokhariot dons these in place of the home-woven fabrics of his own country,
with their soft yet brilliant hues won by primitive means from the vegetable
world.

In the bazaars of the larger towns, Bokhara, Earshi, Sharshauz, the Jew
and the Armenian drive a thriving trade in all kinds of Russian wares. These
are, generally speaking, " cheap and nasty," for picturesque as his own milieu,
the Bokhariot is in discriminating in his choice of European goods. Gaudy
lamps, poor tin-ware, crockery with appalling patterns, distorting mirrors, plush
sofas, and various bric-a-brac, are among the objects which find their way into
the Bokhariot's establishment. Their number would be greater, but for the
fact that the native is a man of few wants. Living in conditions, and holding
traditions which differ little from those of a thousand years ago, his rule of life
is, that what was good enough for his fathers is good enough for him; and
while the paraphernalia of a European household excites his wonder, he continues
to run his own establishment in the old way. How far Bussian influence will
prove a solvent of this indifference to what is new is difficult to say. Moham-
medan culture and civilization are so deeply rooted in the Koran, so bound up
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